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ANNUAL  REPORT 


Public  Health  Department, 

Cannock  Rural  District  Council, 
Penkridge, 

Staffs. 

Telephone:  Penkridge  301/2. 

June,  1961. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  CANNOCK 
RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
for  the  Year  i960.  The  report  has  been  compiled  on  the 
general  lines  indicated  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

In  the  Cannock  Rural  District  in  i960  the  Live  Birth  Rate 
was  22.7  (adjusted — 21.3)  per  1,000  population,  and  the  Death 
Rate  9.0  (adjusted — n.o),  compared  with  respective  figures  of 
1 7. 1 and  1 1.5  for  England  and  Wales.  There  were  638  live 
births  in  the  rural  district  in  i960  (316  male,  322  female)  and  the 
total  number  of  deaths  was  254,  live  births  thus  exceeding  total 
deaths  by  384.  Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 
numbered  12  (8  male,  4 female),  giving  an  Infant  Mortality 

Rate  of  18.8  per  1,000  live  births,  compared  with  a figure  of 
21.9  for  England  and  Wales.  The  latter  rate  was  the  lowest 
annual  rate  ever  recorded  for  England  and  Wales.  Eight  of 
the  twelve  infants  who  died  in  the  rural  district  were  under 
four  weeks  of  age. 

Fourteen  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  30  cases  of  Whooping 
Cough,  and  166  cases  of  Measles  were  notified  in  i960,  com- 
pared with  respective  figures  of  14,  89,  and  370  in  1959.  No 
cases  of  Diphtheria  or  Poliomyelities  were  notified.  Ten  cases 
of  Dysentery  were  notified  during  the  year.  These  were  all 
of  the  mild  sonne  type.  “Control  of  the  disease  is  by  no  means 
easy.  In  this  country  the  disease  is  mainly  a winter  one,  in 
contrast  to  the  warm  weather  incidence  of  other  intestinal  infec- 
tions such  as  Enteric  Fever.  Notification  is  probably  incom- 
plete, in  adults  at  least,  and  a carrier  stage  may  be  of  compara- 
tively long  duration.  For  every  known  case  there  may  be  many 
symptomless  excreters.  Experience  indicates  that  direct  and 
indirect  contact — often  hand  carriage — rather  than  food,  is  the 
main  factor  in  transmission.  Only  detailed  attention  to 
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personal  cleanliness  and,  above  all,  the  washing  of  hands  after 
attendance  at  the  toilet,  combined  with  adequate  sanitary 
provision  in  homes,  schools,  and  similar  institutions,  will  break 
the  cycle  of  infection  and  reduce  the  incidence.” 

Malignant  diseases  caused  the  deaths  of  44  persons  (26 
male,  18  female)  in  i960,  11  (9  male  and  2 female)  being  due 
to  Carcinoma  of  the  Lung  or  Bronchus.  In  England  and 
Wales  a further  rise  occurred  in  i960  in  the  mortality  from 
this  latter  disease,  from  831  to  855  per  million  in  men  and  from 
123  to  132  in  women.  There  was  one  male  death  from  Respira- 
tory Tuberculosis  in  the  Cannock  R.D.  in  i960. 

The  mid-1960  population  of  the  Cannock  Rural  District  was 
estimated  by  the  Registrar-General  as  28,130,  compared  with 
27,200  at  mid-1959,  and  24,166  at  the  1951  census  (census 
1961—30,214). 

The  Preliminary  Report  on  the  1961  Census  revealed  that 
the  population  of  the  Cannock  Rural  District  had  increased  by 
6,048  (25  per  cent)  over  the  census  1951  figures. 

In  the  body  of  the  report,  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
gives  an  account  of  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectorate 
in  i960. 

The  Public  Health  Department  expresses  thanks  to  the 
Public  Health  Committee  and  Council  for  their  interest  and 
help  in  the  work  of  the  Department.  Thanks  are  also 
expressed  to  the  Officers  of  the  other  Departments  of  the 
Council  for  their  co-operation. 


A.  THOMSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE,  1960. 


Chairman  : 

Councillor  F.  TILL. 


Vice-Chairman  : 
Councillor  W.  J.  GARRATT. 


Members  : 

Mr.  H.  Adams,  Mr.  G.  T.  Allen,  Mr.  G.  H.  Bartlett.  Mr.  H 
T.  Bill,  Mrs.  D.  E.  Bowen,  Mr.  J.  Greenaway,  Miss  C.  M. 
Horton,  Mr.  G.  F.  Palmer,  Mrs.  L.  J.  Perks,  Mrs.  W.  Taylor, 
Miss  M.  J.  Walker,  Mr.  F.  W.  Berry,  Mr.  R.  A.  R. 
Elsmore,  Mr.  W.  H.  Newall,  Mr.  W.  E.  Wellsbury,  Mr.  S. 
Williams,  and  Mr  W.  E.  Powell. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

A.  THOMSON,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (Edin.). 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector : 

G.  RICHARDSON,  Certificate  S.LE.J.B.,  M.A.P.H.I. 
(Cert.  Food  Inspector). 


Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors : 

O.  W.  PARNALL,  Certificate  S.LE.J.B. 
(Cert.  Food  Inspector). 

D.  C.  HOUGH,  Certificate  S.LE.J.B.,  M.A.P.H.I. 
(Cert.  Food  Inspector). 


Clerks  : 

Miss  H.  SPENCER.  Miss  V.  LESTER. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS,  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS,  AND 
HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres) 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 
Yearly  Rate  levied  in  1959/60 

Mid-1960  Population  (as  estimated  by  the  Registrar- 
General) 


56,609 

8,415 

£302,064 

£1,217 

_ _ / 


28,130 


There  were  no  alterations  in  the  boundaries  of  the  Cannock 
Rural  District  in  i960. 


INDUSTRIES 

The  working  population  of  the  district  is  engaged  in  Coal- 
mining, Agriculture,  Brick  and  Tile  Making,  and  Engineering. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES,  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES, 
NURSING  IN  THE  HOME,  TREATMENT  CENTRES 

AND  HOSPITALS 

Facilities  for  bacteriological  examinations  are  made  avail- 
able to  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  area  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service,  Stafford.  Facilities  include  examination 
ol  throat  swabs,  sputum  tests,  blood  tests,  etc.  The  results  of 
all  examinations  relevant  to  Public  Health  are  made  available 
to  the  appropriate  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  Director  of 
the  Staflord  Laboratory  is  Dr.  Mackav  Scollav,  whose  expert 
advice  is  readily  available  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
when  occasion  demands. 

Bacteriological  examinations  of  samples  of  water  are 
undertaken  by  the  Laboratory  Service. 

L hemical  examinations  of  ' samples  of  water,  sewage 
el.luents,  etc.,  are  carried  out  at  the  County  Chemical 
laboratory,  Stafford,  which  is  directed  by  Mr.  Houlbrooke,  the 
County  Analyist. 

1 he  duty  of  providing  Ambulance  Services  is  placed  upon 
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the  County  Council  as  Local  Health  Authority  under  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,  1946.  The  responsibility  for 
Isolation  Hospitals  for  Infectious  Diseases  lies  with  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board.  School  Clinics,  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and 
Ante-Natal  Clinics  are  made  available  by  the  Staffordshire 
County  Council  in  different  parts  of  the  district. 

The  district  is  well  served  by  General  Hospitals  (Wolver- 
hampton, Stafford),  and  by  the  General  Medical  Practitioners 
practising  in  the  Area.  District  Nurses,  Midwives,  and  Health 
Visitors  do  much  good  work  in  promoting  the  health  and 
welfare  of  the  inhabitants. 

During  the  year,  the  Council  subscribed  to  the  Central 
Council  for  Health  Education,  which  represented  the  Ministry 
of  Health  in  Health  Education  matters.  Use  was  made  of 
Health  Education  leaflets,  etc.,  relating  to  Infectious  Diseases, 
Food  Hygiene,  and  so  on. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1960 

Total  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  254 

Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9.0 

Live  Births  : 

Number  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  638 

Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  ...  ...  22.7 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  Total  Live  Birth  ...  4.2 

Still  Births  : 

Number  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Rate  per  1,000  Total  Live  and  Still  Birth  ...  ...  18.5 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  ...  ...  ...  650 

Infant  Death  (Death  under  1 Year)  ...  ...  ...  12 

Infant  Mortality  Rates: 

Total  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  Total  Live  Births  ...  18.8 

Legitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live 

Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19.6 

Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  Illegitimate 

Live  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  under  4 weeks  per 

1,000  Total  Live  Births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  12.5 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  under  1 week 

per  1,000  Total  Live  Births)  ...  ...  ...  11.0 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (Still  Births  and  Deaths  under 
1 week  combined  per  1,000  Total  Live  and  Still 
Births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29.2 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  Abortion)  : 

Number  of  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Rate  per  1,000  Total  Live  and  Still  Births  ...  Nil. 
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In  the  Cannock  Rural  District  in  i960,  the  Live  Birth 
Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  22.7,  compared  with  a 
rate  of  17.1  for  England  and  Wales  (comparability  factor  0.94). 
(Cannock  R. D.  Adjusted  Live  Birth  Rate,  21.3). 

The  area  comparability  factors  for  use  with  crude  birth  and 
death  rates  contain  adjustments  for  boundary  changes  and 
make  allowance  for  the  way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribu- 
tion of  the  local  population  differs  from  that  for  England  and 
Wales  as  a whole.  In  addition,  the  death  rate  area  com- 
parability factors  have  been  adjusted  specifically  to  take  account 
of  the  presence  of  any  residential  institutions  in  each  area.  When 
local  crude  birth  and  death  rates  are  multiplied  by  the  appro- 
priate area  comparability  factor  they  are  comparable  with  the 
crude  rate  for  England  and  Wales  or  with  the  corresponding 
adjusted  rate  for  any  other  area. 

The  Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  was  0.43,  the 
figure  for  England  and  Wales  being  0.34.  4.2  per  cent  of  the 

live  births  were  illegitimate  (1  to  23).  There  were  638  live 
births  in  i960  (27  of  those  being  illegitimate),  316  were  made 
children  and  322  female.  Still  births  totalled  12  (8  male, 

4 female) , none  being  illegitimate. 

In  the  following  table,  comparative  figures  of  Live  and  Still 
Births  are  shown  for  England  and  Wales. 


YEAR 

LIVE  BIRTH  RATE 

PER  1,000  POPULATION 

STILL  BIRTH  RATE 
PER  1.000  POPULATION 

Cannock 
Rural  District 

England 
and  Wales 

Cannock 
Rural  District 

England 
and  Wiles 

1960 

22.7 

17.1 

0.43 

0.34 

1958 

22.1 

16.5 

0.74 

0.35 

1958 

20.3 

16.4 

0.38 

0.36 

1957 

18.7 

16.1 

0.46 

0.37 

1956 

19.6 

15.6 

0.55 

0.35 

1955 

16.7 

15.0 

0.40 

0.35 

1954 

17.8 

15.2 

0.75 

0.36 

195S 

19.3 

15.5 

0.73 

0.35 

1952 

18.6 

15.3 

0.53 

0.39 

1951 

17.4 

15.5 

0.50 

0.35 

1950 

17.4 

15.8 

0.37 

0.36 

1949 

18.3 

16.7 

0.37 

0.37 

Legitimacy  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births,  i960:  Cannock 
Rural  District,  42  ; England  and  Wales,  34. 

DEATHS 


In  i960  the  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  (com- 
parability factor  1.22)  was  9.0,  compared  with  a rate  of  11.5 
for  England  and  Wales.  (Cannock  R.D.  Adjusted  Death  Rate 
11.0).  In  the  Cannock  Rural  District  in  i960,  total  deaths 
numbered  254  (145  males  and  109  females).  The  excess  of 
live  births  over  total  deaths  was  384.  The  Natural  Increase 
tor  i960  in  England  and  Wales  was  2^3,946. 
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DEATHS— CAUSES,  1960 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  . . 

1 

— 

1 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  Disease  

— 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

' 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  conditions 

1 

— 

n S 

Malignant  Neoplasms:  Stomach 

5 

4 

9 k 

Malignant  Neoplasms;  Lung  Bronchus 

9 

2 

Maligant  Neoplasms:  Breast 

— 

4 

4 jj 

Malignant  Neoplasms:  Uterus 

— 

1 

1 i 

Other  Malignant  & Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

12 

7 

19  i 

Diabetes  

— 

2 

2 ! 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System.. 

14 

18 

32  ] 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

31 

13 

44 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

4 

3 

7 

Other  Heart  Disease  

17 

16 

33 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

6 

7 

13 

Pneumonia  

2 

3 

5 

Bronchitis  

14 

2 

16 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

2 

3 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

2 

— 

2 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

2 

— 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  Malformations 

2 

3 

5 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

3 

— 

3 

All  other  Accidents 

6 

3 

9 

Suicide  

— 

— 

— 

Homicide 

— 

— 

— 

All  other  Diseases 

13 

18 

31 

Influenza  

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS  . . 

145 

109 

254 

ACES  AT  DEATH  AND  PERCENTAGES  OF  TOTAL,  1960 

TOTAL  DEATHS,  254 


Age 

under 

90 

Group 

l 

1- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

30- 

40- 

50- 

60- 

70- 

80- 

arul 

over 

Totals 

Males 

S 

1 

_ 

3 

1 

2 

Q 

15 

42 

3S 

26 

145 

% Total 

3.1 

0.4 

— 

1.2 

— 

0.4 

o.s 

3.5 

5.0 

16.5 

15.1 

10-2 

__ 

57. 19  % 

Females 

4 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

5 

8 

21 

39 

24 

3 

109 

% Total 

1.6 

0.4 

— 

s 

0.4 

— 

0.4 

2.0 

3.2 

S.2 

15.3 

9.4 

1.2| 

42.9% 

Total 

12 

2 

5 

1 

1 

3 

14 

23 

63 

77 

50 

3 

254 

% 

4.7 

0.8 

2.0 

0.4 

0.4 

1.2 

5.5 

9.1 

24.7 

30.4 

19.6 

1.2 

100.0  % 

Twenty-four  (95%)  of  the  total  deaths  occurred  under  40 
years  of  age.  This  included  12  deaths  (50%  of  total)  under  one 
year  193  (75.9%)  of  the  total  deaths  were  at  ages  60  years 
and  over. 
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CANNOCK  R.D.  DEATHS  1960 


TOTAL— 254. 

Deaths  Circulatory  System,  97 — 38.2%  of  Total. 

Deaths  from  Cancer,  44 — 17.3%  of  Total. 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Central  Nervous  System,  32 — 12.6%  of 
Total. 

“In  England  and  Wales,  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system 
now  account  for  over  one-third  of  total  deaths.  Second  in  the 
hierarchy  of  destruction  but  an  appreciable  way  behind,  are 
the  cancers,  accounting-  for  about  one-sixth  of  the  total,  to  be 
followed  by  vascular  lesions  affecting  the  central  nervous  system 
to  the  extent  of  one-seventh.  Taking  vascular  lesions  together 
with  diseases  of  the  heart,  we  see  that  they  account  for  over 
one-half  the  total  number — thus  supporting  the  truth  of  the 
maxim  that  a man  is  as  old  as  his  arteries.” 


DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION 


YEAR 

DEATH  RATE  PER 

1,000  POPULATION 

Cannock  Rural  District 

England  and  Wales 

1960 

9.0 

11.5 

1959 

10.0 

11  6 

1958 

9.0 

11.7 

1957 

8.6 

11.5 

1956 

8.9 

117 

1955 

11.9 

117 

1954 

10.1 

11.3 

1953 

9.1 

11.4 

1952 

9.3 

11.3 

1951 

13.4 

12.5 

1950 

10.1 

11.6 

1949 

103 

11.7 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  numbered  12 
(8  male,  4 female),  none  illegitimate.  Of  these  12  children,  8 
were  under  the  age  of  four  weeks.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate 
in  the  Cannock  Rural  District  for  18.8  per  1,000  live  births, 
compared  with  21.9  for  England  and  Wales.  The  figure  for 
England  and  Wales  was  the  lowest  annual  rate  ever  recorded. 
At  the  turn  of  the  century  in  England  and  Wales  the  Infant 
Mortality  Rate  was  about  150  per  1,000  live  births. 
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YEAR 

DEATH  RATE  OP  CHILDREN  UNDER  ONE 
YEAR  OF  AGE  PER  1,000  LIVE  BIRTHS 

Cannock  Rural  District 

England  and  Wales 

1960 

18.8 

21.9 

1959 

18.3 

22.2 

1958 

20.4 

22.6 

1957 

33.0 

23.1 

1956 

18.1 

23.7 

1955 

31.0 

24.9 

1954 

26.6 

25.4 

1953 

52.3 

26.8 

1952 

286 

27.6 

1951 

35.6 

29.7 

1950 

54.4 

29.6 

1949 

29.2 

32.4 

There  were  12  Still  Births  in  the  Cannock  Rural  District 
in  1960  (8  male,  4 female) . This  represents  a Still  Birth  Rate 
of  18.5  per  1,000  live  and  still  births,  compared  with  a figure 
of  19.8  for  England  and  Wales. 

Of  the  twelve  children  who  died  at  under  one  year  of  age, 
eight  were  under  four  weeks,  representing  a Neo-natal  Mor- 
tality Rate  of  12.5  per  1,000  live  births.  In  England  and  Wales, 
deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  numbered  12,192,  giving  a 
Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  of  15.6. 

In  England  and  Wales  in  i960,  live  births  registered  during 
the  year  numbered  782,221,  which  was  31,838  more  than  in 
1959.  There  were  17,118  deaths  of  children  under  one  year 
of  age  in  i960,  giving  a rate  of  21.9  per  1,000  live  births,  the 
lowest  Annual  Infant  Mortality  Rate  ever  recorded  in  England 
and  Wales.  In  1938  the  rate  was  52.8. 

Total  deaths  in  England  and  Wales  in  i960  numbered 
526,275,  representing  a rate  of  11.5  per  1,000  population, 
compared  with  death  rates  of  11.6  in  1959  and  11.7  in  1958. 
There  were  15,794  Still  Births  in  i960  in  England  and  Wales. 
In  the  five  years  1889-1893  in  England  and  Wales,  the  Live 
Birth  Rate  was  30.8  per  1,000  population  and  the  Death  Rate 
was  19.7. 


DEATHS— ENGLAND  AND  WALES 


DISEASES 

1950 

1953 

1955 

1958 

1959 

1960 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

14,079 

7,913 

5,837 

3,999 

3,474 

3,094 

Non-Respiratory 

Tuberculosis 

1,890 

989 

655 

481 

380 

332 

Diphtheria  

49 

23 

13 

8 

— 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

394 

243 

88 

27 

25 

37 

Measles 

221 

245 

176 

49 

98 

31 

Malignant  Disease  of 
Lung  and  Bronchus 

12,241 

15,132 

17,272 

19,820 

21,063 

21,992 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

4,230 

4,375 

4,923 

5,439 

6.026 

6,641 
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CANCER  OF  THE  LUNG  AND  BRONCHUS 


The  increase  in  the  incidence  of  Cancer  of  the  Lung  and 
Bronchus  continues  to  cause  anxiety.  Two  conditions  seem  to 
be  associated  with  its  occurrence,  air  pollution  and  excessive 
cigarette  smoking,  though  other  factors  at  present  unknown 
may  also  be  operative.  Active  research  is  proceeding. 

In  the  Cannock  Rural  District  in  i960  there  were  eleven 
deaths,  9 male,  2 female,  registered  as  being  due  to  Carcinoma 
of  the  Lung  or  Bronchus,  ages  at  death  being  males  68,  67,  65, 
64,  63,  57,  51,  50,  35  years;  females  72,  53.  In  England 
and  Wales  in  i960,  deaths  from  Carcinoma  of  the  Lung  or 
Bronchus  showed  an  increase  from  831  to  855  per  million  popu- 
lation in  men,  and  from  123  to  132  in  women  over  the  1959 
figures.  Deaths  from  this  cause  numbered  21,992  (18,876  male, 
3,116  female). 


CANCER— LUNG,  BRONCHUS  OR  PLEURA 
ENGLAND  AND  WALES 


Death  Rates  per  Million 


YEAR 

MALES 

FEMALES 

1900 

10 

7 

1940 

187 

49 

1955 

693 

105 

1956 

726 

111 

1957 

759 

116 

1958 

783 

119 

1959 

831 

123 

1960 

855 

132 

In  the  Cannock  Rural  District  in  i960  there  were  44 
deaths  (26  male,  18  female)  from  Malignant  Diseases  (all 
forms).  This  represented  17.3'%  of  the  total  deaths.  The 
following  table  shows  the  mortality  from  Cancer,  all  forms, 
England  and  Wales. 


"One  disadvantage  of  an  increased  expectation  of  life  at 
the  present  time  is  that  a higher  proportion  of  the  population 
reach  that  stage  of  life  when  disorders  of  growth  and  degenera- 
tive processes  begin  to  be  inescapably  manifest.  The  cancers 
are  essentially  disorders  of  growth ; of  the  growth  of  certain 
cells  which,  evading  the  complex  biological  mechanism  which 
decrees  what  form,  size  and  position  they  shall  normallv  take, 
grow  uncontrolled  at  the  expense  of  neighbouring  structures 
which  they  impair  or  actually  destroy.  They  also  show  great 
ability  to  disseminate  themselves  to  other  regions  of  the  body 
where  they  come  to  rest  and  initiate  the  same  destructive 
activity  again.” 


MORTALITY  FROM  CANCER— ALL  FORMS,  ENGLAND 

AND  WALES 


YEAR 

NUMBER  OF  DEATHS 

DEATH  RATE 
per  Million  Population 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

1944 

35,887 

37,610 

73,497 

2,217 

1,741 

1954 

47,313 

42,782 

90,095 

2,223 

1,861 

1956 

48,935 

43,775 

92,710 

2,274 

1,890 

1957 

50,056 

43,961 

94,017 

2,312 

1,891 

1958 

50,735 

45,069 

95,804 

2,333 

1.929 

1959 

51,783 

45,334 

97,117 

2.366 

1,929 

1960 

52,758 

45,933 

98,691 

2.390 

1,940 

Of  the  total  deaths  from  Cancer  in  i960,  Cancer  of  the 
Lung  and  Bronchus  was  responsible  for  21,992  (18,876  males, 
3,116  females).  Cancer  accounted  for  18.8%  of  the  total 
deaths,  and  Cancer  of  the  Lung  and  Bronchus  accounted  for 
4.2%  of  the  total  deaths  in  England  and  Wales  in  i960. 
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POPULATION— ENGLAND  AND  WALES 


YEAR 

MALES 

FEMALES 

TOTALS 

1801 

4,254.735 

4,637,801 

8,892,536 

1851 

8,781,225 

9,146,384 

17,927,609 

1901 

15,728,613 

16,799,230 

32,527,843 

Census  1951 

21,015,633 

22,742,255 

43,757,888 

1959 

21,885..0;  0 

23,501,000 

45,386.000 

1960 

22.070,000 

23.685,000 

45.755,000 

Census  1961 

22.298,899 

23,772,705 

46,071,604 

Intercensal 

Increase 


1,283,266  (6.1  ()  1,030,450  (4.5%) 


2.313,716  (5.3%) 


POPULATION— ENGLAND  AND  WALES,  AS  AT 
30th  JUNE,  1S30,  BY  SEX  AND  ACE 


(Figures  in  Thousands) 


8ex 

All 

Ages 

0- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

75  and 
over 

Males  . . 

22,o7u 

1,320 

3.643 

2,074 

2,916 

3,085 

3,178 

2,451 

1,413 

690 

Females 

21,035 

1,726 

3. 383 

•2,969 

2,911 

3.179 

3,301 

2.S71 

2,082 

1,278 

Totals  . . 

40,755 

3.540 

0,926 

5,93.3 

5,S27 

6,264 

0,479 

5,322 

3.405 

1,963 

% of  Totals  . . 

100  % 

7.8 

13.0 

12.7 

13.7 

14.2 

11.6 

7.6 

4-3 

The  pi  oportion  of  children  and  elderly  people  in  the 
population  has  became  significantly  modified  since  1901.  In 
that  year  children  under  15  amounted  to  32%  of  the  total  and 
persons  of  65  years  and  over  to  5 /£  • In  i960,  the  proportions 
were  respectively  22.9%  and  11.9%. 


EXPECTATION  OF  LIFE — ENGLAND  AND  WALES 

On  the  basis  of  the  death  rates  for  the  year  1939,  the 
expectation  of  life  for  a boy  at  birth  is  given  as  68  vears  and 
hat  of  a girl  as  74  years.  This  compares  with  67  and  72  in 

vea?«  ^n'5c  and  52'38  m i9oi_i9ioj  and  with  40  years  and  42 
jcdrh  in  1041. 


L, 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Cannock  Rural 
District  in  19^°)  compared  with  that  of  previous  years  is 
shown  below  in  tabular  form  : 


Disease 

1960 

1069 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 

14 

30 

14 

69 

5 

6 

14 

44 

9 

70 

19 

20 

38 

19 

32 

112 

32 

30 

14 

151 

19 

52 

65 

80 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

2 

1 

6 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

9 

Measles  (excluding 

3 

1 

5 

Rubella) 

Primary 

166 

370 

98 

394 

44 

527 

4 

327 

38 

313 

102 

388 

Pneumonia 

___ 

15 

S 

21 

8 

s 

22 

12 

6 

19 

18 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

7 

Dysentery 

10 

6 



‘>9 

46 

1 

1 

1 

Typhoid  Fever  . 





3 

2 

— 

Para-Typhoid 

— 

— 

— 

Fever 

Poliomy 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1 

Infectious  Diseases  notifications,  i960,  shewing  months  of 
occurrence : 


Month 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Measles 

be 

of 

Primary 

Pneumonia 

Dysentery 

Food 

Poisoning 

Enteric  or 
Typhoid  Fever 

Para-Typhoid 

Fever 

Erysipelas 

Paralytic 

Poliomyelitis 

Non-Paralytic 

Poliomyelitis 

January 

1 

February 

1 











March 

4 

2 

g 

April 

1 





6 





May 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

2 

— 











July 

August 

1 

2 

— 

2 

2 

3 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

September  . . 

1 



1 

6 

_ 



October 

1 



23 

4 

November 

— 



28 

3 



December 

— 

— 

106 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

11 

166 

30 

— 

10 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

The  cases  of  Dysentery  notified  were  of  mild  Sonne  Type. 

As  Dysentery  is  an  infectious  disease  caused  by  known  bacterial 
agents  with  well  defined  epidemiological  characteristics,  it  is 
possible  to  devise  reasonable  preventive  steps  with  existing 
resources  which  theoretically  ought  to  make  control  more 
effective.  The  difficulties  lie  in  the  wide  variations  of  the 
clinical  picture,  from  the  symptomiess  excreter  on  the  one 
hand  to  the  overt  dysenteric  syndrome  on  the  other,  in  the 
particular  prevalence  among  children  and  the  aged,  and  in  the 
fact  that  dissemination  of  the  disease  is  related  to  defects  in 
the  personal  hygienic  practices  of  those  who  are  infected  and 
of  their  immediate  contacts.” 
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Names  of  Parishes  in  the  Cannock  Rural  District  shewing  number  of  Houses  (including  farmhouses) 
approximate  population  figures  and  incidence  of  infectious  Diseases  in  each  Parish  in  i960. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  1960 
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mated 

Popula- 

tion 

Mld- 

1960 
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(MC-OtOCSIC-COLOmOOCOi-ICOOjC'^lOOlO 

O rH  (M  05  CO  N ^ CO  I>  tr- 05  ^ 00  rH  r-(  eg 
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Census 

1951 

Popula- 
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Number 

of 

Inhabited 

Houses 
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>Hr-irt<o5  ejcoc~-H  coegas— < •— 1 

rH  r— < r-T 

8,415 

NAME  OF  PARISH 

Acton  Trussed  ami  Uodnall 

Blymhlll 

Brewood 

Cheslyn  Hay 
Coppenhall 

Dunston 

Essington 

Featherstone 

Great  Wyrley 
Hatherton 

Hilton 

Huntington 

Lapley 

Penkridge 

Saredon 

Shareshill 

Stretton 

Teddesley  Hay 
Weston-under-Llzard 

1 Totals 
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Census,  1961:  30,214  (15.145  Males,  15.069  Females). 
Census,  1951:  24,166  (12,049  Males,  12,117  Females). 
Intercensal  Increase:  6,048  (3,096  Males,  2,952  Females). 

Percentage  Increase:  25%  (25.7 %M.,  24.3°/,  F.). 


ACE  AND  SEX  INCIDENCES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1960 
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Also  notified  during  the  year  were: — 

1 Case  Meningococcal  Infection  (M.,  Brewood). 

1 Case  Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis  (F.,  Essington). 
1 Case  Puerperal  Pyrexia  (Essington). 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 


During  i960  no  action  under  Section  47  of  the  above.  Act 
was  taken  by  the  Council. 


SCARLET  FEVER 

Fourteen  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  in  the 
Cannock  Rural  District  in  i960,  compared  with  14  in  1959.  No 
deaths  were  recorded. 

It  has  been  stated  that  Scarlet  Fever  is  a diminishing 
hazard  to  the  child  life  of  this  country  and  is  now  important 
principally  as  a cause  of  interference  with  the  schooling  of 
children.  In  1870,  32,543  deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever  were 

recorded  in  England  and  Wales;  in  i960  there  were  no  deaths. 


SCARLET  FEVER— ENGLAND  AND  WALES 


Year 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Cases 

74,831 

70,667 

65,889 

48,744 

67,261 

61,180 

Deaths 

37 

27 

33 

15 

8 

4 

Case  Fatality  ( %) 

0.05 

0.04 

0.05 

0.03 

0.01 

0.01 

Year 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

Cases 

43,026 

32,619 

33,103 

29,547 

38,853 

47,919 

Deaths 

4 

2 

1 

3 

4 

1 

Case  Fatality  ( % ) 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever  continues  to  be  relatively  mild,  having 
a fatality  ratio  of  0.01  deaths  per  100  notified  cases. 


MEASLES 

166  cases  of  Measles  were  notified  in  the  Cannock  Rural 
District  in  i960,  compared  with  370  in  1959.  No  deaths  were 
recorded.  There  were  31  deaths  in  England  and  Wales. 

T he  early  infectiousness  of  Measles  makes  the  application 
ol  preventive  measures  practically  impossible  and  largely 
accounts  for  the  extremely  rapid  spread  of  the  infection 
throughout  the  susceptible  sections  of  the  child  community. 
Measles,  often  negligible  as  a disease,  is  pre-eminently  a 
“school  disease",  and  when  large  outbreaks  occur,  it  is  capable 
ol  causing  a good  deal  of  disorganisation  in  the  children’s 
curricula.  Fortunately,  absence  from  school  on  account  of 
Measles  should  not  exceed  10  days.  The  decline  in  the  fatality 
ratio  of  Measles  has  been  occurring  in  the  group  under  five 
years  of  age,  in  which  Measles  was  formerly  apt  to  be  a 
serious  disease. 
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MEASLES— ENGLAND  AND  WALES 


Year 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Cases 

Deaths 

Case  Fatality  ( % ) 

399,606 

327 

0.08 

385.935 

307 

0.08 

367  J25 
221 

0.06 

616,192 

347 

0.05 

389.502 

141 

0.04 

545.050 

242 

0.04 

Year 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

Cases 

Deaths  . . 

Case  Fatality  ( % ) 

146,995 

45 

0.03 

693.803 

174 

0.03 

160,556 

28 

0.02 

633,678 

94 

0.01 

259,308 

49 

0 02 

539,524 

98 

0.02 

WHOOPINC  COUCH 

30  cases  of  Whooping-  Cough  were  notified  in  the  Cannock 
Rural  District  in  i960,  compared  with  89  in  1959.  No  deaths 
were  recorded.  There  were  37  deaths  in  England  and  Wales. 

Immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough 

Towards  the  end  of  1953  immunisation  against  Whooping- 
Cough  facilities  were  made  available  by  the  County  Council  as 
Local  Health  Authority.  Immunisation  involves  three  injections 
at  monthly  intervals  between  each  injection,  commencing  when 
the  child  is  3 — 4 months  old,  but  available  for  older  children. 
The  complications  and  sequelae  of  Whooping  Cough  can  be 
very  serious  in  childhood,  and  parents  will  wish  to  take  full 
advantage  of  the  protection  which  immunisation  offers  against 
such  infection.  Immunisations  are  carried  out  at  the  various 
Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  by  family  doctors. 

In  the  Cannock  Rural  District  during  i960,  494  children 
were  immunised  against  Whooping  Cough  and  69  received 
re-inforcing  doses. 

“Whooping  Cough  is  another  of  the  infections  which  is 
also  losing  is  maleficient  features.  Over  the  past  ten  years,  the 
fatality  ratio  has  fallen  from  0.51  in  1949  to  0.08  in  1959.  The 
number  of  cases  is  also  shewing  a falling  trend,  though  past 
experience  shews  that  figures  of  incidence  bear  little  relationship 
to  each  other  from  one  year  to  another.” 


WHOOPING  COUGH— ENGLAND  AND  WALES 

Year 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952  j 1953 

Cases 

Deaths 

Case  Fatality  ( % ) 

146,410 

748 

0.51 

102,816 

527 

0.51 

157.781 

394 

0.25 

169,441 

453 

0.27 

114,869 

181 

0.16 

157,842 

243 

0.15 

Year 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

Cases 

Deaths 

Case  Fatality  ( % ) 

105,912 

139 

0.13 

79,133 

87 

0.11 

92,410 

92 

0.10 

85,018 

87 

0.10 

33,404 

27 

0.08 

33,252 

25 

0.08 
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POLIOMYELITIS 


No  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  were  notified  in  the  Cannock 
Rural  District  in  i960,  there  were  22  deaths  in  England  and 
Wales. 


Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 

During  1956,  the  Staffordshire  County  Council,  as  Local 
Health  Authority,  made  arrangements  for  a start  to  be  made 
in  the  vaccination  of  children  against  Poliomyelitis.  The  supply 
of  vaccine  was  limited  and  vaccination  was  restricted  to 
children  born  in  the  years  1947  to  1954  inclusive.  Primary- 
Vaccination  now  involves  three  injections  with  an  interval  of 
at  least  three  weeks  between  the  first  and  second  injections, 
and  7-12  months  between  second  and  third.  In  the  Cannock 
Rural  District  in  1958,  2,682  persons  were  vaccinated  against 
Poliomyelitis  as  compared  with  735  the  previous  year.  In 
1959,  3'4°4  persons  received  two  injections  of  Poliomyelitis 
Vaccine  (age-groups  1933  to  1959),  and  1,874  persons  in  the 
same  age-group  received  a third  injection.  In  i960,  1,923 

persons  received  two  injections  and  2,351  persons  completed 
a course  of  three  injections. 


POLIOMYELITIS— ENGLAND  AND  WALES 

Year 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Total  Cases 

Deaths 

1.855 

241 

5,982 

657 

7,760 

755 

2.614 

217 

3,910 

295 

4,547 

338 

Year 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

Total  Cases 

Deaths 

1,960 

134 

6.331 

270 

3.200 

137 

4,844 

255 

1,994 

154 

1,028 

87 

diphtheria 

No  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  in  the  Cannock  Rural 
District  in  i960.  I he  last  case  was  notified  in  1952.  There 
were  five  deaths  in  England  and  Wales  in  i960. 

In  the  Cannock  Rural  District  in  i960,  facilities  were 
available  lor  the  Diphtheria  Immunisation  of  children  at 
schools,  Welfare  Centres,  and  by  private  practitioners.  732 
children  received  primary  immunisation,  and  991  children 
received  reinforcing  or  “boosting”  doses. 
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The  iullest  publicity  is  advocated  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
as  essential  if  parents  are  to  be  helped  to  realise  that 
Diphtheria  is  still  a deadly  threat  and  to  be  persuaded  to  have 
their  children  immunised.  The  incidence  of  Diphtheria  continues 
to  fall.  Records  of  corrected  notifications  were  kept  in 
1944,  and  in  that  year  there  were  23,199  notifications  and 
934  deaths. 


Scarcely  less  important  than  the  primary  immunisation  is 
the  re-inforcing  injection  known  as  the  “booster  dose.”  The 
protection  conferred  by  the  primary  immunisation  wanes  with 
the  passage  of  time,  and,  after  about  five  years,  it  has  fallen  to 
such  a degree  as  to  be  virtually  ineffective.  Another  injection 
of  the  immunising  substance  boosts  and  restores  the  protection 
to  its  full  value,  hence  the  term  “booster  dose”  given  to  it. 


DIPHTHERIA — ENGLAND  .AND  WALES 


Annual 

Average  Annual  Average 

Year 

1916 

—1925 

1933-1942 

1951 

1952 

Notifications 

51.573 

55,125 

664 

376 

Deaths 

4,214 

2,783 

30 

30 

Fatality  Ratio  ( % ) . . 

8.2 

5.0 

4.5 

6.1 

Year 

1953 

1954 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

Notifications 

266 

173 

53 

37 

80 

102 

Deaths 

20 

8 

3 

4 

8 

Fatality  Ratio  ( % ) . . 

7.5 

4.6 

5.7 

10.8 

10.0 

— 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX 

In  the  Cannock  Rural  District  in  i960,  251  children  under 
15  years  were  vaccinated.  A further  18  persons  over  15  were 
vaccinated. 

It  is  felt  that  routine  infant  vaccination,  together  with 
re-vaccination  on  entering  and  leaving  school  (at  ages  5 and 
15)  would  greatly  reduce  vulnerability  of  the  community 
to  the  spread  of  smallpox.  Smallpox  has  become  so  rare  in 
this  country  that  its  high  mortality  and  legacy  of  dreadful 
disfigurement  are  in  danger  of  being  forgotten.  Vaccination 
and  re-vaccination  is  the  answer  to  this  situation. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  table  is  culled  from  the  Tuberculosis  Register 
maintained  by  the  Cannock  Rural  District  Council — figures  as 
at  31st  December,  i960  (1959  figures  in  brackets). 


CANNOCK  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Respiratory 

Tuberculosis 

Non-Respiratory 

Tuberculosis 

; Total  Respiratory  and 
Non-Respiratory 
Tuberculosis 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

76  (70) 

72  (71) 

148 

(141) 

18  (16) 

17  (17) 

35  (33) 

94  (86) 

89  (88) 

183 

(174) 

One  death  (male)  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  was 
recorded  in  the  rural  district  in  i960.  Four  cases  of  Respira- 
tory Tuberculosis  were  notified  (3  male,  1 female)  during  the 
year. 

In  England  and  Wales  in  i960,  the  fall  in  Tuberculosis 
deaths  continued,  the  total  number  of  deaths  from  Respiratory 
Tuberculosis  being  3,094.  In  1939,  deaths  from  this  cause 
numbered  21,542.  In  the  1850’s  in  England  and  Wales,  over 
50,000  persons  died  each  year  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis. 

“There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  great  fall  in  the 
incidence  of  Tuberculosis,  which  has  been  observed  to  take 
place  over  the  past  40  to  50  years,  is  no  purely  statistical 
phenomenon,  but  evidence  of  solid  achievement.  Granted  that 
the  constitution  of  the  Tubercle  Bacillus  in  this  country  may 
be  weakening  through  unknown  natural  causes,  there  still 
remain  the  general  hygenic  measures  operating  favourably  on 
the  health  and  state  of  resistance  of  the  population.  Adequate 
housing,  full  employment,  a good  and  varied  dietary,  careful 
medical  supervision  of  the  young  before  and  during  school  life 
must  all  be  given  credit  for  the  improvement  which  has 
occurred  with  respect  to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  The  almost 
universal  pasteurisation  of  our  milk  supplies  can  be  regarded 
as  accounting  for  the  virtual  disappearance  of  the  other  forms 
of  the  disease.  Mass  radiography  as  a means  of  detecting 
the  early  case  and  B.C.G.  now  extended  so  as  to  be  available 
to  all  children  before  leaving  school  have  also  played  their  part. 
When  Tuberculosis  does  make  itself  known,  the  effective  treat- 
ment now  available  to  patients  has  entirely  changed  the 
outlook.  A much  higher  proportion  of  arrest  or  cure  of  the 
disease  has  been  achieved  than  at  one  time  would  have  seemed 
possible,  and  this  has  greatly  affected  the  mortality  These 
various  factors  in  combination  inspire  the  hope  that  a steady 
determined  pressure  on  the  disease  may  further  reduce  its 
incidence,  and  ultimately  bring  it  under  complete  control.  The 
mass  radiography  scheme  is  valuable  in  bringing  to  light 
symptomless  cases,  both  of  tuberculosis  and  malignant  disease 
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oi  the  lung-.  It  thus  enables  treatment  to  be  instituted  at  a 
much  earlier  date  than  would  be  the  case  if  the  disease  were 
to  be  allowed  to  progress  until  it  became  clinically  manifest.” 

HOUSING,  Etc. 

Captain  Page,  the  Council’s  Engineer  anti  Surveyor,  has 
kindly  let  me  have  the  following  comments  re  work  in  i960. 

Housing 

159  more  Council  dwellings  were  completed  during  the  year, 
bringing  the  total  of  post-war  dwellings  to  1 ,336  at  the  end  of 
i960.  Although  24  fewer  than  in  the  previous  year,  the  figure 
of  159  is  well  above  the  yearly  average.  At  the  end  of  the  year, 
there  were  a further  200  dwellings  under  construction. 

Since  the  abolition  of  building  licences,  private  houses  have 
tended  to  out-number  Council  dwellings  and  this  is  true  of  i960 
which  produced  a total  of  217  more  private  dwellings. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Substantially  the  whole  of  the  new  disposal  works  at  Coven 
was  completed  during  i960,  the  work  being  carried  out  by 
Messrs.  McKeand  Smith  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  to  the  design  of  Sir 
Arnold  Waters  ami  Partners. 

A further  step  was  taken  towards  the  provision  of  the  long- 
awaited  scheme  for  Wheaton  Aston  when  the  Minister  approved 
the  scheme.  Tenders  were  subsequently  invited,  but  unexpected 
difficulties  in  land  acquisition  resulted  in  the  start  of  the  scheme 
being  further  delayed. 

CANNOCK  R.D.C.—  NEW  HOUSES  BUILT  IN  1960. 


Parish 

By 

Council 

By 

Private 

Enterprise 

Acton  Trussell  and  Bednall 



1 

Blymhill 



— 

Brewood  

26 

60 

Cheslyn  Hay 

47 

28 

Coppenhall 

— 

1 

Dunston  

— 

— 

Essington  

— 

57 

Featherstone 

— 

— 

Great  Wyrley 

38 

41 

Hatherton 

_ 

5 

Hilton  

— 

— 

Huntington  . . • • • 

24 

Lapley  

- 

3 

Penkridge 

24 

10 

Saredon  

— 

— 

Shareshill  . . 

— 

! 10 

Stretton  ..  ..  ... 

— 

Teddesley  Hay  ... 

— 

— 

Weston-under-Lizard 

— 

1 I 

TOTALS 

159 

217 

23 


Mr.  Bussey,  the  Council’s  Housing  Manager,  writes:  “During 
the  year  properties  were  erected  in  the  parishes  of  Grea* 
Wyrley,  Cheslyn  Hay,  Penkridge,  Brewood,  and  Huntington. 
A further  nine  families  were  re-housed  from  the  Middle  Hill 
Camp,  and  ten  families  from  condemned  properties  in  the  rural 
district,  a total  of  19  families,  therefore,  being  re-housed  from 
sub-standard  accommodation  in  the  area. 

At  the  31st  December,  i960,  the  following  properties  were 
in  the  care  of  the  Housing  Manager : — 

Council  Houses  (including  purchased  properties)  1,721 


Prefabs.  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  3° 

Hutments,  Walsall  Road,  Great  Wyrley  ...  22 

Hutments,  Cannock  Road,  Westcroft  ...  ...  20 

Hutments,  Gravel  Lane,  Huntington  ..  ...  15 

Hutments,  Primrose  Park,  Penkridge  ..  28 

1,836 


159  Council  properties  were  completed  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  applicants  on  the  Council’s  waiting  list 
increased  from  approx.  1 ,000  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  to 
approx.  1,300  at  the  end  of  the  year  despite  the  number  of 
dwellings  which  became  available  for  letting  during  the  period. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  properties  were  in  course  of 
erection  at  Brewood,  Coven,  Huntington,  Wedges  Mills, 
Great  Wyrley,  and  Featherstone,  and  since  then  further  con- 
struction has  commenced  at  Penkridge  and  Great  Wvrley.” 

A.  THOMSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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REPORT  OF  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Summary  of  Inspections  and  work  done  during  i960 


Number  of  Houses  inspected  for  repairs 
Re-inspections,  calls,  etc.  ... 

Slaughter-house  Licences  renewed 

Meat  and  Food  Inspections 

Petrol  Licences  renewed 
New  Petrol  Licences  issued 

Drainage  work  examined 

Visits  to  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 

New  Licences,  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933 
Renewal  Licences,  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933 

Informal  Notices  issued  (affecting  46  Houses) 

Statutory  Notices  issued 

Samples  taken  of  Drinking  Water: 

Chemical 

Bacteriological 

Moveable  Dwelling  Licences  issued 

Visits  re  Moveable  Dwellings 

Visits  re  Refuse  Matters 

Visits  re  Disinfestation  for  Vermin 

Demolition  Orders  served 

Closing  Orders  served 

Houses  Demolished 


194 

231 

7 

1 >477 

113 

2 

240 

37 

3 
34 

43 

3 

9 

24 

6 

816 

293 

4 

5 

6 

7 


25 


RODENT  CONTROL,  1960 


Premises  Inspected 


Dwelling  Houses  (including 
Council  Houses) 
Business  Premises 
Agricultural 
Local  Authority 


Visits  to  carry  out  Treatments 

Dwelling  Houses  (including 
Business  Premises 
Agricultural 
Local  Authority 


Total 

Found 

Found 

Inspected  Infested 

Non-infeste- 

58 

58 

— 

10 

10 

— 

1 1 

1 1 

— 

10 

10 

— 

89 

89 

— 

of  Infestations 

2 


I ( I 


Council  Houses) 


51 1 


PARTICULARS  OF  NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  SUPPLIED 
FROM  PUBLIC  AND  PRIVATE  WATER  MAINS 


Acton  and  Bednall 

Blymhill 

Brewood 

Cheslyn  Hay 

Coppenhall 

Dunston 

Essington 

Featherstone 

Hatherton 

Hilton 

Huntington 

Lapley 

Penkridge 

Saredon 

Shareshill 

Stretton 

Teddesley  Hay 
Weston  under  Lizard 
Great  Wyrley 


Houses 

Houses  Supplied 
Direct 

146 

io5 

lS* 2 

85 

1 >434 

1,384 

997 

995 

47 

47 

91 

36 

1 ,297 

1,167 

378 

377 

176 

170 

93 

87 

391 

39 1 

2 47 

214 

995 

916 

146 

136 

*34 

130 

49 

45 

28 

22 

83 

78 

*.707 

1,704 
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ANTHRAX 


During  the  year  three  suspected  cases  of  Anthrax  (which 
were  not  confirmed)  were  reported,  compared  with  one 
suspected  case  in  the  previous  year. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  and  1948 

The  following  shows  the  number  and  type  of  factories  in 
the  area. 


Premises 

No.  on  the 
Register 

No.  of  Inspections 
made  during  1960 

(1)  Non-mechanical 

11 

8 

(2)  Mechanical  Factories 

56 

20 

Total 

67 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 

Water  supplies  to  the  district  during  i960  were  from  the 
Staffordshire  Water  Works  Company,  The  Wolverhampton 
Corporation,  The  Stafford  Corporation,  and  the  East 
Shropshire  Water  Board.  The  quality  of  these  waters  remained 
satisfactory. 

The  water  from  none  of  the  three  sources  was  plumbo- 
solvent. 


SOURCE 

No.  of 
Samples 
taken  for 
Bacterio- 
logical 
Examin- 
ation 

No.  of 
Samples 
taken  for 
Chemical 
Analysis 

RESULTS 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Bact. 

Chem. 

Bact. 

Chem. 

Wells  (Private) 

18 

6 

2 

1 

16 

5 

Springs  (Private) 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Bores  (Private) 

3 

2 

2 

2 

1 

— 

Main  Supplies 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

24 

9 

5 

4 

19 

5 
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FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES 


The  following  premises  are  registered  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955  : 

Fried  Fish  and  Chip  Shops  and  Manufacturers 

of  Preserved  Foods  •••  12 

Sale  of  Ice  Cream  I25 

In  addition  to  routine  visits  made  to  the  above  premises, 


other  establishments  where  food  is 

handled, 

stored,  or  sold, 

have  been  visited.  These  include 
and  cafes,  etc. 

provision 

shops,  butchers, 

The  number  and  description  of 

the  various  types  of  food 

premises  in  the  district  are  set  out 

below : — 

60 

Grocers 

Bakers 

1 

Cafes,  Inns,  etc. 

64 

Confectioners 

16 

Butchers 

24 

Works  Canteens 

10 

All  foodstuffs  condemned  in  shops  during  the  year  are 
listed  below  : — 

3 tins  Cooked  Ham.  4 tins  Fruit. 

7 tins  Minced  Beef  Loaf.  16  tins  Fish. 

8 tins  Irish  Stew.  9 tins  Vegetables. 

21  tins  Corned  Beef.  29  tins  Tomatoes. 

5 tins  Pork  Luncheon  Meat.  3 tins  Milk. 

50  cwt.  Potatoes.  20  jars  Pickles. 

11  tins  Various. 


SLAUGHTER-HOUSES 

i960  has  seen  a great  improvement  in  the  construction  of 
existing  slaughter-houses,  in  order  to  comply  with  the 
Slaughter-houses  (Hygiene)  Regulations,  1958,  and  the 
Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations, 
1958,  before  the  1st  January,  1961,  the  date  appointed  by  the 
Minister. 

Although  there  were  eight  slaughter-houses  in  the  Rural 
District  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  two  closed  as  the 
cost  of  bringing  them  up  to  the  required  standard  was  too 
great. 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or 
in  part. 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  inspected 

2.201 

3,351 

10,265 

3,859 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

9 

12 

4 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  . . 

622 

4 

380 

426 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

28.2% 

.38% 

3.8% 

11.14  7, 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

16 

Nil 

Nil 

55 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

.72% 

Nil 

Nil 

1.4% 

Cysticercus  Bovis — 

Cases  affected 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Meat  Inspection  visits 

. . 

• 

1,240 

Number  of  visits  made  to  each  individual  Slaughter-house 

during  i960 


Mr.  T.  J.  Churchill,  Forge  Farm,  Wheaton  Aston  ...  76 

Mr.  W.  Gibbs,  Market  Place,  Brewood  ...  ...  ...  78 

Mr.  J.  B.  Whitehouse,  Blymhill  Lawn,  Blymhil]  ...  ...  66 

Mr.  K.  Owen,  The  Larches,  Coven  ...  ...  ...  143 

Mr.  J.  Richards,  Wolverhampton  Road,  Essington  ...  45 

Mr.  A.  Churchill,  The  Laurels,  Wheaton  Aston  ...  ...  61 

Mr.  H.  P.  Westwood,  203,  Station  Street,  Cheslyn  Hay  ...  437 
Mr.  G.  Yates,  Trial  Pit,  Newtown,  Essington  ...  ...  334 

G.  RICHARDSON, 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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V.  L.  Withington,  Printer.  Cannock 


